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When looking for information on 
a specific topic, back issues of 
Same-Day Surgery newsletter, 
published by American Health 
Consultants, may be useful. To 
obtain 1997 back issues, contact 
our customer service department 
at P.O. Box 740060, Atlanta, GA 
30374. Telephone: (800) 688-2421 
or (404) 262-7436. Fax: (800) 284- 
3291 or (404) 262-7837. E-mail: 


custserv@ahcpub.com. 


Accreditation 
Credentialing policies to fall 
under scrutiny, MAY:60 
Final rule published on deemed 
status, FEB:13 
Once you merge, the countdown 
starts: 1 year until your 


policies should match, 
NOV:137 


Anesthesia 

Anesthesia patient 
questionnaire, FEB:insert 

Anesthesia Preoperative Testing 
Guidelines, JAN:insert 

Are your patients on fen/phen? 
You'd better get them to tell 
you, JAN:1 

Media Statement of the 
American Society of 
Anesthesiologists Regarding 
Fenfluramine and Phenter- 
mine (Fen/Phen), JAN:3 

Pre-op testing center boosts 
efficiency, patient satisfaction, 
APR:48 

Save $250,000 a year with testing 
guidelines, JAN:8 


To measure drug costs, look at 
the big picture, FEB:21 


Benchmarking 

Cancellations cut by three- 
fourths, FEB:16 

Cataract professionals share 
their secrets, FEB:22 

Collaborative practice patterns 
cut cancellations, MAR:28 

Day surgery program thrives 
through attention to detail, 
APR:46 

Need to motivate nurses? Try 
money and perks, FEB:17 

Pay for performance improves 
nurse attendance, MAR:32 

Pay for Performance Standards, 
MAR:insert 

Pre-op testing center boosts 
efficiency, patient satisfaction, 
APR:48 

Reduce your turnover time to as 
little as 5 minutes, APR:50 


Cost Containment 

11 Cost-saving tips that work 
from your peers, SEP:108 

7 tips for cutting ophthalmology 
costs, OCT:132 

Companies refurbish surgical 
equipment, JUN:79 

Controlling the costs in cardiac 
care, OCT:128 

Evaluation Criteria for Selecting 
a Third-Party Repair Facility, 
MAY:65 

Everything changes except one: 
Field still focused on cutting 
costs, APR:37 


How to make money from 


ophthalmology, OCT:131 


Managers stand guard over 
patient care as managed 
care forces cost cutting, 
DEC:153 

Peers share their best cost- 
saving tips, AUG:97 

Reprocessing single-use items? 
You’re liable: Put protocols in 
order, JUN:69 

Save $400 per case with carpel 
tunnel pathway, DEC:160 

Save $250,000 a year with testing 
guidelines, JAN:8 

Simple scope repairs can become 
monstrosities, MAY:64 

Stay for a while? Not in this SDS 
unit, JAN:7 

To measure drug costs, look at 


the big picture, FEB:21 


Documentation/Forms 
Anesthesia patient 
questionnaire, FEB:insert 
Anesthesia Pre-Operative 
Testing Guidelines, JAN:Insert 
Block room and OR record, 
FEB:insert 
CareMaps: Observation Status- 
Surgical and Signature Log, 
Ambulatory Surgery, and 
PAT Center, JAN:insert 
Cataract surgery doctor letter 
and checklist, FEB:insert 
Clinical Pathway — Florida 
Surgical Center, NOV:142 
Collaborative practice patterns 
cut cancellations, MAR:28 
Conceptual Critical Path for 
Operative and Invasive 
Procedures, JAN:insert 
Critica] Path: Lumbar 
Diskectomy, FEB:insert 
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Cancellations cut by three- 
fourths, FEB:16 

Here are tips for getting H&Ps 
on the chart, JUN:76 

Intra-Operative Record — 
Florida Surgical Center, 
NOV:143 

Patient Education 
Documentation Tool: 
SEP:113 

Patient Evaluation Sheet, 
JAN: insert 

Patient/ Family Collaborative 
Practice Pattern: Breast 
Biopsy, MAR:insert 

Patient / Family Collaborative 
Practice Pattern: Hernia 
Repair, MAR:insert 

Patient / Family Collaborative 
Practice Pattern: Laparoscopic 
Cholecystectomy, 
MAR:insert 

Patient/ Family Collaborative 
Practice Pattern: Partial 
Mastectomy, MAR:insert 

Patient Satisfaction Sheet, 
JAN: Insert 

Pay for Performance Standards, 
MAR. insert 

Perioperative Clinical Path — 
ACL Reconstruction, 
DEC:insert 

Perioperative Clinical Path — 
Carpal Tunnel Release, 
DEC:insert 

Policy and Procedure cn 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on Laser 
Fiber Reuse, JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
Reuse Committee, 
JUN:insert 

Post-Op Follow Up — Florida 
Surgical Center, NOV:145 

Post-op Phone Interview, 
JAN:insert 


QA Study Patient Information, 
JAN: Insert 

Save $400 per case with carpel 
tunnel pathway, DEC:160 

Save 20 minutes per patient with 
this pathway, NOV:141 

Sports Knee Instrument — 
Lower Limb Outcomes Data 
Collection Instrument, 
DEC: Insert 

Surgery centers: Are you ready 


to provide written care plans? 
MAY:57 


Equipment!/Supplies 


2 states target reprocessing, 
UAPs, SEP:119 

AORN offers advice on 
reprocessing, SEP:118 

Companies refurbish surgical 
equipment, JUN:79 

Control of Smoke from 
Laser/ Electrical Surgical 
Procedures, MAR:insert 

Decision Tree for Evaluating 
Single-Use Devices for Reuse, 
JUN: Insert 

Evaluation Criteria for Selecting 
a Third-Party Repair Facility, 
MAY:65 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on Laser 
Fiber Reuse, JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
Reuse Committee, 
JUN:insert 

Reprocessing single-use items? 
You’re liable: Put protocols in 
order, JUN:69 

Reuse of Disposable Medical 
Devices: JUN:71 

Simple scope repairs can become 
monstrosities, MAY:64 

Those codes! Avoiding errors 
with MDR reports, AUG:101 


Finances (also see Medicare) 

Average reimbursement: Is it 
really $550 per case? DEC:157 

Pay for performance improves 
nurse attendance, MAR:32 

Payers tell hospital SDS units: 
We're taking our patients 
elsewhere, AUG:93 

PPMs: New kids on the same- 
day surgery block, MAY, 66 

Surgery centers cry foul as 
managed care organizations, 
hospitals, team up, OCT:121 


Freestanding centers 

1994 ambulatory surgery visits 
reach 18.8 million, JUL:87 

Are you ready to offer 23-hour 
stays? HCFA wants to ‘level 
the playing field,’ FEB:13 

ASC renovation ideas— top 
requests from staff, NOV:140 

Day surgery program thrives 
through attention to detail, 
APR:46 

Same-day surgery experts look 


into their crystal balls, APR:42 * 


‘Still crazy after all these years,’ 
APR:44 

Surgery centers: Are you ready 
to provide written care plans? 
MAY:57 

The changing tide of same-day 
surgery, JAN:5 

Use this conversion kit for 


hospital surgery center, 


FEB:20 


Infection contro] 

AORN addresses issue of 
fingernails, AUG:103 

AORN answers questions about 
disinfection, JUL:89 

AORN addresses concerns 
about surgical attire, JUN:79 

AORN offers advice on 


single / double wrapping, 
NOV:149 
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Decision Tree for Evaluating 
Single-Use Devices for Reuse, 
JUN: Insert 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on Laser 
Fiber Reuse, JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
Reuse Committee, JUN:insert 


Shelf life designated as event- 
related, DEC:161 


Laparoscopylendoscopy 
Think laparoscopy is best? 


Here’s how to prove it, 


AUG:95 


Laser surgery 

Control of Smoke from 
Laser / Electrical Surgical 
Procedures, MAR:insert 

Dangerous plume in the 
operating room: It’s not just 
for lasers anymore, MAR:25 

Hot new procedure: Laser hair 
removal, JUL:88 

Policy and Procedure on Laser 
Fiber Reuse, JUN:insert 


Management (Also see Salaries) 

Answers to 4 frequently asked 
questions, JUN:75 

Avoid these pitfalls when 
collaborating, FEB:18 

Cancellations cut by three- 
fourths, FEB:16 

Cataract professionals share 
their secrets, FEB:22 

Day surgery program thrives 
through attention to detail, 
APR:46 

Managers share ups and downs 
of SDS, SEP:117 

Opportunities abound for 


nurses in management, 
JUL:86 
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Organizations offer self-study 
materials, JUN:78 

Same-day surgery experts look 
into their crystal balls, APR:42 

Surgery for seniors expected to 
slow, OCT:128 

The changing tide of same-day 
surgery, JAN:5 

Three tips for SDS managers: 
simplify, simplify, simplify, 
MAR:31 


Medicare 

AMA rings in new year with 
added CPT codes, FEB:insert 

Are you preparing for the 
APGs? You'd better be! JUL:84 

Are you ready to offer 23-hour 
stays? HCFA wants to ‘level 
the playing field,’ FEB:13 

Cataract surgeries could 
plummet as physicians gripe 
over HCFA proposal, SEP:105 

Final rule published on deemed 
status, FEB:13 

Getting started with APGs: 
Grade these key areas, 
SEP-110 

Incidental or significant: What's 
the difference? OCT:134 

Managers stand guard over 
patient care as managed care 
forces cost cutting, DEC:153 

PPS system coming to hospitals 
in 1999, OCT:124 

Surgery centers: Are you ready 
to provide written care plans? 
MAY:57 


To survive, focus on coding, 


efficiency, OCT:125 


New surgical procedures) services 
Credentialing policies to fall 
under scrutiny, MAY:60 
Hot new procedure: Laser hair 
removal, JUL:88 
Outpatient mastectomies: What 
makes them work? SEP:116 


Outpatient stenting: NC doctors 
show it’s possible, MAR:34 

There’s a new wrinkle for 
cosmetic surgery, AUG:99 

Think laparoscopy is best? 
Here’s how to prove it, 


AUG:95 


Outcomes management 

Do your patients expect too 
much from surgery? 
Outcomes data help manage 
expectations, DEC:158 

First step: You have to contact 
your patients, JAN:10 

What will you say when payers 
ask for outcomes? JAN:9 


Patient education 

Kick-start pre-surgery education 
in the clinics, SEP:111 

New leaflet on snoring offers 
treatment blueprint, JUL:90 

Patient Education 
Documentation Tool — 
Transurethral Resection of the 


Prostate: SEP:113 


Patient satisfaction 

Beware: SDS patients expect 
more from you, JUN:73 

Collaborative practice patterns 
cut cancellations, MAR:28 

Do your patients expect too 
much from surgery? 
Outcomes data help manage 
expectations, DEC:158 

Music during eye surgery 
lowers blood pressure, JUL:91 

Patient Evaluation Sheet, 
JAN: Insert 

Pre-op testing center boosts 
efficiency, patient satisfaction, 
APR:48 

Top 10 Patient Concerns, 
JAN: Insert 

What will you say when payers 
ask for outcomes? JAN:9 





Quality assurance/quality 

improvement 

ASC renovation ideas — Top 
requests from staff, NOV:140 

Pay for performance improves 
nurse attendance, MAR:32 

QA Study Patient Information, 
JAN: Insert 

What will you say when payers 
ask for outcomes? JAN:9 


Risk Management 

Control] of Smoke from 
Laser / Electrical Surgical 
Procedures, MAR:insert 

Decision Tree for Evaluating 
Single-Use Devices for Reuse, 
JUN: Insert 

ECRI survey shows practice is 
widespread, MAY:63 

Evaluation Criteria for Selecting 
a Third-Party Repair Facility, 
MAY:65 

Keep a close rein on visitors in 
the OR, MAY:61 

Minimize risk with lap 
credentialing, MAR:29 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on Laser 
Fiber Reuse, JUN:insert 

Policy and Procedure on 
Reprocessing Disposables, 
Reuse Committee, JUN:insert 

Reprocessing single-use items? 
You're liable: Put protocols in 
order, JUN:69 


Reuse of Disposabie Medical 
Devices: JUN:71 

Suggestions for policies on 
visitors in the OR, MAY:62 

Those codes! Avoiding errors 


with MDR reports, AUG:101 


Salaries/careers 

Follow these steps to be an RN 
first assistant, OCT:133 

Opportunities for SDS 
Managers: Look past your 
own backyard, NOV:insert 

Pay for performance improves 
nurse attendance, MAR:32 

Need to motivate nurses? Try 
money and perks, FEB:17 

Will your salary be cut in half? 
JAN:4 

1997 Salary Survey Results, 
NOV:insert 


Staffing/Training 

6 steps to determining your 
staffing needs, OCT:129 

AORN official statement on 
unlicensed assistive 
personnel, JUL:insert 

Day surgery program thrives 
through attention to detail, 
APR:46 

Follow these steps to be an RN 
first assistant, OCT:133 

Guidelines for Computing OR 
Staffing Requirements: 
OCT:130 

Increased use of unlicensed staff 


raises red flags for nurses, 
Congress, JUL:81 

Make certain your staff are 
prepared and involved, 
DEC:156 

Need to motivate nurses? Try 
money and perks, FEB:17 

Organizations offer self-study 
materials, JUN:78 

Tame the wild beast: Staffing 
same-day surgery, NOV:146 


Surgeons 

Cataract professionals share 
their secrets, FEB:22 

Cataract surgery doctor letter 
and checklist, FEB:insert 

Credentialing policies to fall 
under scrutiny, MAY:60 

ECRI survey shows practice is 
widespread, MAY:63 

Here are tips for getting H&Ps 
on the chart, JUN:76 

Keep your eyes on these hot 
stars in surgery, OCT:128 

Keep a close rein on visitors in 
the OR, MAY:61 

Suggestions for policies on 
visitors in the OR, MAY:62 


Technology 
Ata crossroads about APG 
software? Here’s advice, 
NOV:147 
APG software codes available 
from 3M HIS, NOV:148 
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